Directions: Today you will be correcting a passage with run-on
sentences and capitalization errors. Read the passage and
rewrite it correctly, adding punctuation and capital letters

where needed.
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- Rewrite the story with your corrections.
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How have students made community progress?
CCSSR2—clarify the main/central idea of a passage; analyze a passage to identify relationships; support
important ideas with examples.

Read about three Chicago service-learning projects. In each project, students decided how to
help their community. They learned skills. They learned about their community. They helped
their community. After you read all three reports, answer the questions.

A Garden in Lawndale

Eighth grade students at a school in Lawndale on Polk Street saw new buildings.
Families were moving into the community. But they saw vacant lots, too. They saw trash
there. Even when they picked up the trash, the lots did not stay clean. Wind blew trash
there from the street. “No one can do anything about this,” said one student. “Yes, we
can,” said another. Their teacher agreed. They would plant a garden in a vacant lot.

The students met with the principal. They asked if they could create a community
garden in the vacant lot closest to the school. She told them that was a great idea, but they
would have to volunteer their own time and work on it every week. The students agreed.
They promised they would donate their time every Saturday until it snowed. Even then they
would keep the sidewalk cleared near the lot.

The students needed to collaborate with the community. They wanted to be sure
that everyone in the community wanted the garden. They met with block clubs and told
them their plan. The block clubs applauded the project. They said they would help.

The students went on the Internet to learn about plants. They looked for plants that
would grow well in Chicago. They chose some evergreen plants. They chose some bulbs,
too. They learned a lot about plants and gardening.

The students needed money to get the bulbs and plants. They needed tools, too.
They made a budget. They sent that budget and their plan to get funding. The Steans
Family Foundation funded their plan. The Steans family has been supporting progress in
Lawndale for many years. The students got $300 to buy what they needed.

They are 8" graders, so this spring they will meet with the seventh grade. They will
ask them to take over the garden. It will be their legacy to the school community.

Recycle Here

Students at an elementary school in Pilsen studied ecology. They learned that there
was so much trash that it was a world-wide problem. They asked their teacher if they could
do something to help solve the problem. “Itis a very big problem,” she said, “but if every
community helps, that would really make a difference.”

The students decided to set up a Saturday Recycling Center. They would collect
trash. Then they would get it to a city of Chicago recycling site. The students used the
Internet to find out more about recycling in Chicago. They found that there are 15 “drop off”
sites, places where people can bring trash to get it recycled. The students had to figure out
how to get the trash to the site. They went to talk with the minister of the church near their
school. They know that he drives a van and helps people. They went to ask him to help
with their plan.

The minister agreed to help. He said he would pick up the recycling one Saturday
each month after the student pack it. He said it was such a good plan they could use the
churchyard for the Recycling Center. They decided it would be once a month, on Saturday
afternoon. They chose the first Saturday of the month.

So everything was organized. All they needed was trash to recycle.
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The students made posters to put in stores in the neighborhood. The minister
announced the new recycling program at the church service and put up a poster, too. The
community center put a note about the recycling in their monthly newsletter. The students
went into the other classrooms at their school and asked children to tell their families about
the Saturday recycling.

The first Saturday was a great success. In fact, they got so much trash that the
minister had to make two trips to take it all to the drop off site. The students still send
reminders home, but now most people in the community know that if it's the first Saturday
it's time to recycle.

A Better Environment

A school on the north side of Chicago had an opportunity. They could get a grant
from the Burnham Plan Centennial if they could make a great plan. It had to be a plan to
make a lasting change that would improve the community. Students and teachers talked
about what they could do. They had a nice environment. But they wanted to make it really
beautiful.

They decided to create a very big beautification project. They would change the
landscape. They would make their own botanic garden with many different kinds of plants
and flowers. They would go to visit the Botanic Garden to research. Then they would start
their project. They got the grant. They got $1,000 from the Polk Bros. Foundation to carry
out their big plan.

Students told parents about the plan. Parents thought it was a great idea. They
would help. They would help with the planting. They would help raise money, too. The
$1,000 would pay for the bus trips. They would need more money to pay for the plants and
supplies. The PTA raised $10,000. They made sure this plan would be even bigger.

The students, parents, and teachers are going to make a big difference. They have
partners helping them: the Chicago Park District and the Botanic Garden. The plan is so
big it is going to take a few years to finish. The students who start it now will be in high
school when it is finished. But they will see this progress every day because they live near
the school. Everyone in that community will have a better environment because of this
plan.

Complete this chart for these three reports.

 Problem | Solution What Students Learned

All three of these selections have the same main idea. What is it?
__it takes money to make progress
__students have good ideas
__itis important to collaborate for community progress

Underline the information in each report that supports the idea you chose.
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Simple Machines

by Sandie Lee

We use simple machines every day. They help us lift, pull, transport, and hold objects together.

Without these very basic machines our lives would be much harder.
Amp Up Your Ramp - Inclined Plane

Imagine trying to carry a heavy box up a ladder. It would
probably be difficult and perhaps even dangerous. But if you
were to place a long sheet of plywood on the ladder and push

the box up, it would take less effort and energy.

You can see people using inclined planes, or ramps, all the time
in their daily lives. Have you ever seen a delivery truck with a
long ramp? The ramp helps people load or unload products

more easily. Have you ever seen a building with a ramp that

leads to a door? This is an inclined plane for people using

wheelchairs.

A ladder leaning on a wall is an inclined plane. Stairs are sloped to make an inclined plane. The
bottom of your bathtub is also an inclined plane because it is sloped fo force water toward the

drain.
Get the ‘Wedge’ Edge

What has at least one slanting side and ends in a sharp edge”?
A wedge. A wedge is similar fo a ramp, but instead of moving
an object from here fo there, it pushes it apart. The narrower

the wedge is, the easier it is to divide something.

Wedges can be sharp like axes, knives, or shovels. They can
also be round, like the tip of a nail or the tines of a fork. Just
imagine how difficult it would be fo eat dinner without the help

of knives and forks to cut and pick up your food.
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Simply Screwy
Even a basic screw is a simple machine. A screw is made of two simple

machines combined together. An inclined plane is wrapped around d

wedge to form a screw. This wrapped inclined plane is called a thread.

When the thread of a screw is wide, it will be harder to turn. If it is narrow, it

will be easier to turn but it will fake longer to fasten.

Jars, bottles, and their lids are also considered screws. Drill bits are screws

foo.

The Clever Lever

Levers are able to help us lift heavy objects. It's easy to
recognize a lever - many tools with a handle attached are

considered one.

Levers consist of a stick and a fulcrum (fuul-kruhm). The fulcrum
is the point on which the lever moves. By changing the position

of the fulcrum you will either gain or lose power - the closer the

fulcrum is to the object the easier it is to lift.
Seesaws, shovels, and crow bars are all levers,
The Wheel Deal

The wheel and axle is one of the oldest simple machines around. In fact,
a wheel was found dating back 5,500 years. A true simple wheel and

axle machine consists of arod (axle) secured to a wheel.

A water faucet has a wheel and axle on it. The knob that you turn is the
wheel. When you turn the knob, you are also turning an axle that it's

attached to.

A fan is another example of a wheel and axle. The fan blades (wheel)
are attached to arod (axle). When the motor is turned on, the fan

blades will spin and produce a nice cooling breeze on a hot day.
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Pull That Pulley

Take a wheel with a groove running around and it. Add an axle

and a rope or cable. Put them together and you have a pulley.

When you work with a pulley, liffing becomes a cinch. Why? The
rope on each side of the pulley supports half of the entire weight
of the object being lifted. With one pulley, you only need to use

half the force required to lift the object.

Imagine raising a flag to the top of the pole without a pulley.

How would you do it? You could take aladder and climb to the

top and fasten the flag. You could use a ramp and push it to the
top. The easiest way would be to simply attache it to a pulley and hoist away. Letting pulleys do

the job is safe, simple, and funl
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Simple Machines

by Sandie Lee

1. What type of simple machine is found on a water bottle cap?
a. lever b. pulley
c. wheel and axle d. screw
2. How is a wedge like an inclined plane? How is it different?
3. On which type of simple machine would you find a fulcrum? Explain what a
fulcrum is.
4, Which is an example of a wheel and axle?
a. shovel b. water faucet knob
C. seesaw d. crow bar
5. What type of simple machine is shown in the picture to the righte
a. inclined plane b. pulley
c. wheel and axle d. wedge
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