
Common Themes in Books 
 

You will find that many books include a theme, or lesson, that is revealed as you read the 
story.  Below are common themes you will find in your books. 

 

Acceptance These books have characters that respect & accept others' 
differences and beliefs. 

Courage These books have brave characters that have the strength 
to overcome a fear or accept a risk. 

Perseverance These books have characters that never give up even when 
facing difficult times. 

Cooperation These books have characters that work together to solve a 
problem or achieve a goal. 

Compassion These books have characters that want to make those who 
are suffering feel better. 

Honesty These books have characters that find that it is best to 
always tell the truth. 

Kindness These books have friendly characters that are generous 
and considerate of others. 

Loyalty These books have characters that trust each other and 
never turn their backs on their friends. 
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Name ___________________________________ 

Book Title _______________________________

You can use somebody-wanted-but-so-then for 

a quick summary recap.

A lesson learned by a character 

(review characters, problem, and 

summary)

THE MEssage you can take 

from the story?

Characters   Setting    Problem
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Name: ________________ Date: ___________ Teacher: _______

Shorts

T-Shirt

Sandals

Hat

Sunglasses

$15.90

$19.50

$11.32

$12.12

$18.65

Bike

Helmet

Skateboard

Sneakers

Water Bottle

$50.95

$24.99

$35.67

$62.99

$7.50

Directions: Answer the questions by using the charts below. Each set of 
questions matches the chart above them.

1. If you wanted to buy a pair 
of shorts and a t-shirt, how 
much would you spend?

  _____________
2.  If you wanted to purchase 

the sandals, hat, and 
sunglasses, how much would 
you be spending?

  _____________
3. What is the difference in the 

cost of the T-shirt and the 
cost of the hat?

  _____________

1. If you wanted to buy a bike 
and a helmet, how much would 
you spend?

  _____________
2.  If you wanted to purchase 

the skateboard, sneakers, and 
water bottle, how much 
would you be spending?

  _____________
3. What is the difference in the 

cost of the bike and the cost 
of the skateboard?

   _____________
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The First Amendment 
guarantees this in the 
United States.  This 
means that people can 
say what they want 
about their 
government. 

People can take 
pictures and publish 
them and write about 
the government in any 
way they like, 
 

This is a freedom where 
people can say what 
they want to in public. 

Americans can criticize 
the government and 
how it is performing 
without the fear of 
getting in trouble. 

This means that the 
government cannot 
establish a religion that 
people have to follow. 

This give people a voice 
to state their opinions. 
 

 
 

People can get in 
groups peacefully.  
 

People can gather to 
speak out against 
something. 

This is the big idea of 
the First Amendment to 
the Constitution. 
 

The press has the right 
to gather and publish 
information. 

This could be a letter 
written to a 
congressman that 
states disapproval of 
performance. 

This means that people 
can make their views 
known to public 
officials. 
 

This is the freedom to 
believe in what you 
want to without fear. 
This means people can 
worship how they want 
to. 
 

First Amendment Sort 
Cut out each sentence and glue beside the correct amendment.  



Bow Tie Guy 2014 

Freedom of 
Expression 

Freedom of 
Religion 

Freedom of 
Speech 
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Freedom of 
Assembly 

Freedom of 
Petition 

Freedom of 
Press 
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First Amendment Sort 

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ____________________________ 



The blue crab is named for its blue Claws. Its shell is a mottled 

brownish color, and mature females have red on the tips of their 

pincers. They live in lagoons and estuaries An estuary is the point 

where a rivr meets the sea. 

 Blue crabs feed on feed on almost anything they cAn catch, 

Proofreading

,Lowercase letter

Capitalize letter Insert period

Insert comma

Correct spellngInsert word

Proofreading marks 

Find the spelling, grammar, and punctuation mistakes in the paragraph below. 
Use proofreading marks to correct them.

as far north as Nova Scotia and as far 

south as the Gulf of mexico. Some blue 

crab populations are threatened. They 

are considered tasty to , so they are a 

popular catch for seafood trappers.
Blue Crab
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Name:  ____________________________

Using Commas
    When should I use commas?

    1.  Use a comma before a conjunction (and, but, or, yet, so) to join two independent clauses.

example:  I went to the game, but my team lost.

    2.  Use a comma after an introductory element.

example:  After a short snooze, Bob got right back to work.

    3.  Use commas to separate items in a series of three or more things.

example:   I bought sugar, pasta, and juice.

    4.  Use commas to separate adjectives.

example:  A thin, handsome man approached me after work.

    Read each sentence.  Put commas in the correct places in each sentence.

   1.    Even though the paint was still wet I couldn't resist touching it.

   2. After the fire burned out I went inside the house.

   3. In English class we read Old Man and the Sea Dracula and Beowulf.

   4. I watched television took the dog for a walk and drove to the store to get milk.

   5. Vanessa wanted a chocolate milkshake but she decided on a strawberry one instead.

   6.   There was a lot of traffic on our way to school this morning so our bus was a little late. 

   7.  While the turkey was cooking I prepared mashed potatoes.

   8. Sasha likes dogs and Jayden likes cats. 

   9. In the basement mice hide between the boxes.

 10.  After hiking in the woods for three hours I sat down to have a drink of water.

 11. The big gray dog wouldn't stop barking last night.

 12. Jane I would like you to meet my mother and father.

 13. I need to go to the hardware store to get nails paint and light bulbs.

 14. If you liked Harry Potter you'll love Lord of the Rings.

 15. I've had enough of your silly wild and inappropriate behavior.
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Name ___________________________ Number _________________ 
 

animal adaptation adventure  
 
This morning when you crawled out of your bed, you were alarmed to discover 

that you were NOT yourself anymore! You have transformed into a new animal 

that no one has ever seen before. Everything about you is different. Your home is 

different, what you eat, and most importantly you have acquired (at least) two 

new adaptations that help you survive. 

 

Your job is to write about one day of your adventure. Explain how your new 

adaptations helped you survive, or at least stay out of trouble. Also, include a 

picture of your animal self as you describe it in your adventure.  

 

Make sure you include the following:  

* The NAME of the type of animal you are (or combination of animals) 

* A DESCRIPTION of what you look like 

* What two ADAPTATIONS you have 

* WHY you have these two adaptations 

* What you EAT 

* The HABITAT (Ecosystem) where you live 

* Where you make your HOME 

* What you INTERACT with 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Liger, made famous in the movie 
Napoleon Dynamite, has now 
become an actual hybrid creature!  
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What adaptations will you have?  

Adaptations Reasons for Adaptations 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Describe yourself as an animal (size, body coverings, coloring, special features): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will the name be for your animal?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


