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The Auditions

     Ava and her friends looked at the notice of the upcoming school play. Auditions for 
the lead roles were to be held in the afternoon and the requirements were that the actors 
should be able to sing and dance.
     "I'm definitely going to the auditions!" Angela said with excitement.
     "Me too. I may not be the best dancer, but trying out for the role will be a lot of fun," 
Karen said. "Ava, what about you? We have heard you sing, and we know that you have 
a beautiful voice."
     Ava looked at her friends and shook her head. She sang and danced well, but she was 
terrible at performing in front of people. She knew she would not get the part if the drama 
teacher saw how nervous she got.
     "Maybe next time," Ava said and walked away before her friends could respond.
     Ava sat in the auditorium that afternoon while the auditions were taking place. Student 
after student walked up on stage and performed, and when it was her friends' turns, she 
cheered for them, but she could not help feel a bit lonely sitting in the auditorium while 
her friends were on stage having fun. 
     That night, Ava thought about what it would feel like if she were on stage performing 
for the role. She pictured herself singing a beautiful song and everyone clapping. The 
next day, she gathered the courage to talk to the drama teacher.
     "Mr. Brown, I would like to audition for the lead role," Ava told him.
     "Ava, I've already selected someone for the lead role. You should have come 
yesterday for the auditions like everyone else," the teacher replied. "Maybe next time." 
     As Ava left his office, she could not believe that she had missed such a good 
opportunity just because she was scared of appearing on stage.
1. Which paragraph best summarizes the story and its theme? 

A
.

Ava decides to wait and see what happens during the auditions of an upcoming 
school play. In the afternoon, Ava sits in the auditorium while other students 
perform on stage. Realizing that the lead role is not difficult, Ava decides to audition 
for it. But, the drama teacher tells her that he has already cast someone for the lead 
role. Ava realizes that she thinks too much about things.



B
.

Ava hesitates to audition for the school play because she believes she cannot 
perform in front of people. When her friends audition for the role, Ava feels lonely 
at being the only one not auditioning. The next day, she tells the drama teacher that 
she wants to audition, but the teacher tells her that the auditions are over and that she 
should have come the previous day. Ava realizes that she must take advantage of 
opportunities as they arise.

C
.

Ava and her friends see a notice for the auditions for an upcoming school play. Ava 
fears that she is not good enough as a singer and a dancer, and does not go for the 
auditions. Later, she pictures herself singing and the crowd clapping for her and 
decides to go for the auditions. However, the teacher tells her that he has already 
picked someone for the lead role. Ava realizes that reality is always different from 
one’s dreams.

D
.

Ava and her friends see the notice of an upcoming school play and decide to 
audition for the lead role. Ava feels she is too good for the part and decides not to 
audition. Later, Ava sits in the auditorium and cheers for her friends as they perform 
on stage. She sees how much fun her friends are having during the auditions and 
begins to feel left out. Ava realizes that it is always better to stick with one's friends.

The Trek 

     Joshua heard his friends discuss the upcoming hike. Joshua's friends had decided to go 
on a hike to the mountains on the outskirts of their town, and they planned on having an 
overnight camp there. While Joshua's friends couldn't be more excited about the hike, 
Joshua felt his heart flutter nervously. He had never been on a hike before and the thought 
of being in a forest at night, climbing steep rocks, and probably seeing insects and 
animals made him want to back out of the plan. Joshua's friends knew that he was 
terrified and tried their best to soothe his mind by promising that nothing would go wrong 
and he would enjoy the experience. 
     That night, Joshua was about to call his friends informing them that he wouldn't be 
joining the hike. But his parents stopped him and encouraged him to be brave and try to 
face his fears. Joshua hesitated but half-heartedly agreed to go. 
     On the day of the hike, Joshua silently trembled. I have to be brave, he kept telling 
himself again and again. The hike began, and in the beginning, Joshua struggled to keep 
up with his friends as he was too busy stopping every now and then to ensure that nothing 
crawled around or near him. However, after a while, he began feeling more relaxed. The 
fresh aroma of the soil and the quietness of the forest calmed him, and he began to enjoy 
the hike. Joshua and his friends came across patches where they had to carefully climb 
rocks. But Joshua's heart no longer fluttered nervously. Instead, he was now filled with 
excitement. 
     In the evening, when they camped at a barren patch, Joshua helped his friends find 
wood to build a fire. He looked up at the glittering twilight sky in awe, and he felt 
relieved and grateful that he had looked past his fears to live this amazing experience.
2. What is the theme of this selection? 



A. Hiking is the best way to relax the mind and 
body.

B. Being courageous opens doors to new experiences.
C. Friends support each other during tough times.
D. New experiences can lead to new kinds of fear.

The Six Hawks,
or

Broken Wing.
An Allegory of Fraternal Affection.

by Henry Schoolcraft

     There were six young falcons living in a nest, all but one of whom were still unable to 
fly, when it so happened that both the parent birds left for food and did not return. The 
young brood waited with impatience for their return; but night came, and they were left 
without parents and without food. Meeji-geeg-wona, or the Gray Eagle, the eldest, and 
the only one whose feathers had become stout enough to enable him to leave the nest, 
assumed the duty of stilling their cries and providing them with food, in which he was 
very successful. But, after a short time had passed, he, by an unlucky mischance, got one 
of his wings broken in pouncing upon a swan. This was the more unlucky, because the 
season had arrived when they were soon to go off to a southern climate to pass the winter, 
and they were only waiting to become a little stouter and more expert for the journey. 
Finding that he did not return, they resolved to go in search of him, and found him 
wounded and unable to fly.
     "Brothers," he said, "an accident has befallen me, but let not this prevent your going to 
a warmer climate. Winter is rapidly approaching, and you cannot remain here. It is better 
that I alone should die than for you all to suffer miserably on my account." "No! no!" 
they replied, with one voice, "we will not forsake you; we will share your sufferings; we 
will abandon our journey, and take care of you, as you did of us, before we were able to 
take care of ourselves. Do you think we can so soon forget your brotherly care, which has 
surpassed a father's and even a mother's kindness? We will be with you no matter what 
happens."
     They sought out a hollow tree to winter in, and contrived to carry their wounded 
nestmate there; and, before the rigors of winter set in, they had stored up food enough to 
carry them through its severities. To make it last the better, two of the number went off 
south, leaving the other three to watch over, feed, and protect the wounded bird. Meeji-
geeg-wona in due time recovered from his wound, and he repaid their kindness by giving 
them such advice and instruction in the art of hunting as his experience had qualified him 
to impart. As spring advanced, they began to venture out of their hiding-place, and were 
all successful in getting food to eke out their winter's stock, except the youngest, who was 
called Peepi-geewi-zains, or the Pigeon Hawk. Being small and foolish, flying hither and 
yon, he always came back without anything. At last the Gray Eagle spoke to him, and 
demanded the cause of his ill luck.
     "It is not my smallness or weakness of body," said he, "that prevents my bringing 
home food as well as my brothers. I get ducks and other birds every time I go out; but, 



just as I get to the woods, a large Ko-ko-ko-ho1 robs me of my prey."
     "Well! don't despair, brother," said Meeji-geeg-wona. "I now feel my strength 
perfectly recovered, and I will go out with you tomorrow," for he was the most 
courageous and warlike of them all.
     Next day they went forth in company, the elder seating himself near the lake. Peepi-
geewi-zains started out, and soon pounced upon a duck.
     "Well done!" thought his brother, who saw his success; but, just as he was getting to 
land with his prize, up came a large white owl from a tree, where he had been watching, 
and laid claim to it. He was about wresting it from him, when Meeji-geeg-wona came up, 
and, fixing his talons in both sides of the owl, flew home with him.
     The little pigeon hawk followed him closely, and was rejoiced and happy to think he 
had brought home something at last. He then flew in the owl's face and vented his passion 
in abundance of reproachful terms.
     "Softly," said the Gray Eagle; "do not be in such a passion, or exhibit so revengeful a 
disposition; for this will be a lesson to him not to tyrannize over any one who is weaker 
than himself for the future."
     So, after giving him good advice, and telling him what kind of herbs would cure his 
wounds, they let the owl go.
     While this act was taking place, and before the liberated owl had yet got out of view, 
two visitors appeared at the hollow tree. They were the two nestmates, who had just 
returned from the south after passing the winter there, and they were thus all happily 
reunited, and each one soon chose a mate and flew off to the woods. Spring had now 
revisited the north. The cold winds had ceased, the ice had melted, the streams were 
open, and the forest began rapidly to put on its vernal hue. "But it is in vain," said the old 
man who related this story, "it is in vain that spring returns, if we are not thankful that we 
have been preserved through the winter. Nor does that man answer the end for which he 
was made who does not show a kind and charitable feeling to all who are in want or 
sickness, especially to his blood relations. These six birds only represent one of our 
impoverished northern families of children, who had been deprived of both their parents 
and the aid of their elder brother nearly at the same time."

1Ko-ko-ko-ho—an owl
3. Which event best contributes to the theme that family loyalty is an important part of 
life? 

A. The young birds are left without their parents' care.
B. The younger siblings care for the injured older sibling.
C. The falcons anxiously wait for their parents to return.
D. The older falcon injures his wing while hunting a swan.

The Flying Trunk

     Once upon a time, many years ago in Copenhagen, Denmark, a wealthy merchant had 



a son called Erik. Erik was a good-looking lad, intelligent, but very lazy. Instead of 
studying or doing some work, he liked to spend his days roaming about, amusing himself 
with his friends and squandering his father's money. When the merchant died, he left all 
his money to Erik, who spent it in a matter of months.
     The only thing left was an empty magic trunk. The minute anyone stepped inside, the 
trunk rose into the air. One day, Erik, who had no intention of working for a living, 
decided to face the unknown and seek his fortune. So, he stepped into the trunk and, for 
days on end, flew across the seas and over woodlands and deserts. At last, he found 
himself above a city in the East and ordered the trunk to land on the terrace of a 
wonderful palace. Erik stepped out of the trunk and there in front of him stood a girl, 
staring at him in amazement.
     "I'm Tamara, the Sultan's daughter," she said. "Who are you?" 
     Quick to turn the situation to his own advantage, Erik replied, "I'm the god of your 
people. I have come to ask for your hand in marriage."
     Fascinated by the handsome stranger and certain that he really was a god, she happily 
said yes and called her family. The Sultan welcomed the youth with great honors and 
immediately started to make arrangements for the wedding.
     The day before the ceremony, Erik stuffed the trunk full of jewels, golden 
candlesticks, and fine silks and flew away from the palace towards Copenhagen. 
However, weighed down by its valuable load, the trunk fell into the sea off the Danish 
coast. Erik managed to swim ashore and return to Copenhagen, where he sang sad songs 
at street corners for a living.
     In the East, on the terrace of a magnificent palace, a young girl sadly glanced at the 
sky from time to time, hoping that the god who had suddenly disappeared would come 
back again.
4. What theme runs through this story? 

A. Good girls shouldn't marry bad boys.
B. It doesn't pay to travel in a trunk.
C. Greed and dishonesty don't pay off.
D. Having a job helps build character.

The Mosquito Who Foiled the Lion

     Once upon a time, a tiny mosquito started to buzz round a lion he met. "Go away!" 
grumbled the sleepy lion, smacking his own cheek in an attempt to drive the insect away.
     "Why should I?" demanded the mosquito. "You're king of the jungle, not of the air! I'll 
fly wherever I want and land wherever I please." And so saying, he tickled the lion's ear. 
In the hope of crushing the insect, the lion boxed his own ears, but the mosquito slipped 
away from the now dazed lion.
     I don't feel it any more. Either it's squashed or it's gone away, the lion thought. But at 
that very moment, the irritating buzz began again, and the mosquito flew into the lion's 
nose. Wild with rage, the lion leaped to his hind legs and started to rain punches on his 
own nose. But the insect, safe inside, refused to budge. With a swollen nose and watery 
eyes, the lion gave a terrific sneeze, blasting the mosquito out. Angry at being dislodged 



so abruptly, the mosquito returned to the attack: BUZZ! BUZZ! It whizzed round the 
lion's head. Large and tough as the lion was, he could not rid himself of his tiny 
tormentor. This made him angrier still, and he roared fiercely. At the sound of his terrible 
voice, all the forest creatures fled in fear, but paying no heed to the exhausted lion, the 
mosquito said triumphantly, "There you are, king of the jungle! Foiled by a tiny mosquito 
like me!"
     And highly delighted with his victory, off he buzzed. But he did not notice a spider's 
web hanging close by, and soon he was turning and twisting, trying to escape from the 
trap set by a large spider. "Bah!" said the spider in disgust, as he ate it.
     "Another tiny mosquito. Not much to get excited about, but better than nothing. I was 
hoping for something more substantial."
     And that's what became of the mosquito that foiled the lion!
adapted from "The Lion and the Mosquito" by the Grimm Brothers
5. Which of these sentences from the story reflects the theme that one's size is less 
important than one's spirit? 

A. "Large and tough as the lion was, he could not rid himself of his tiny 
tormentor."

B
.

"Wild with rage, the lion leaped to his hind legs and started to rain punches on his 
own nose."

C
.

"With a swollen nose and watery eyes, the lion gave a terrific sneeze, blasting the 
mosquito out."

D
.

"'Go away!' grumbled the sleepy lion, smacking his own cheek in an attempt to 
drive the insect away."

The Little Golden Bird

     Once upon a time, several Buddhist monks lived in an enormous temple surrounded 
by a stunning garden full of bright flowers and unusual plants. The serenity of their 
surroundings helped them to forget the rest of the world. Throughout each day, the monks 
would pray and meditate. Then one day, a young monk arrived at the temple. He told 
them about the world beyond the garden walls. He described other cities which were full 
of bright lights, entertainment, and pleasure. A flame of curiosity had been lit in the 
monks. Their lives at the temple seemed lonely in comparison to this other world they 
were hearing about. They did not want to stay in a world they once thought was paradise.
     The young monk led small groups of monks away from the temple and its garden. 
Only a few stayed behind. The pathways of the garden became overtaken by weeds. The 
temple felt deserted and empty. Finally, only five monks remained. Although they loved 
their sacred home, they had a yearning to explore the new world they had heard about. 
So, they packed their bags and got ready to leave.
     As they were about to turn their backs to leave the temple, a golden bird flew over 
their heads dangling five long white strings. Drawn toward the strings like magnets, each 
monk grabbed onto a string. The little group was immediately swept away to this new 



world to join the other monks. While there, they saw this outside world for what it really 
was. They saw a world that was full of hate, misery, dishonesty, and violence, a world 
without peace or morals. It was a long journey back to the temple. When the golden bird 
returned the monks, they decided never to leave it again. The bird circled overhead three 
times and then disappeared into the sky. It was then the monks knew that Buddha had 
come to help them find the pathway to true happiness.
adapted from a Brothers Grimm fairy tale
6.

They saw a world that was full of hate, misery, dishonesty, and violence, a world 
without peace or morals.

The monks who saw the "outside world for what it really was" would most likely agree 
with which statement? 

A. It is important not to be too easily persuaded by beautiful words.
B. Do not become trapped doing only what you have always done before.
C. Birds should be considered sacred because of the vision we were shown.

D. Never forget that the outside world is as important as the world you 
know.

Scarface (Native American tale)

     Scarface, a young Indian brave whose face was badly scarred by a grizzly bear, 
thought little of his bad scars until he fell in love with the beautiful daughter of the chief 
of his tribe. His heart ached as other young men mocked his feelings for the chief's 
daughter, and matters were made worse when she told him the Lord of the Sun forbade 
her to marry. Scarface took a journey to meet this Lord of the Sun, a journey that led him 
through difficult passages and across great distances. But he was rewarded when the sun 
god healed his scars and gave the young Indian his blessing to marry the chief's daughter.
7. A theme in this story is that 

A. rebelliousness never pays.
B. dignity is important.
C. one shouldn't give up.
D. patience is difficult.

The Flying Trunk

     Once upon a time, many years ago in Copenhagen, Denmark, a wealthy merchant had 
a son called Erik. Erik was a good-looking lad, intelligent, but very lazy. Instead of 
studying or doing some work, he liked to spend his days roaming about, amusing himself 



with his friends and squandering his father's money. When the merchant died, he left all 
his money to Erik, who spent it in a matter of months.
     The only thing left was an empty magic trunk. The minute anyone stepped inside, the 
trunk rose into the air. One day, Erik, who had no intention of working for a living, 
decided to face the unknown and seek his fortune. So, he stepped into the trunk and, for 
days on end, flew across the seas and over woodlands and deserts. At last, he found 
himself above a city in the East and ordered the trunk to land on the terrace of a 
wonderful palace. Erik stepped out of the trunk and there in front of him stood a girl, 
staring at him in amazement.
     "I'm Tamara, the Sultan's daughter," she said. "Who are you?" 
     Quick to turn the situation to his own advantage, Erik replied, "I'm the god of your 
people. I have come to ask for your hand in marriage."
     Fascinated by the handsome stranger and certain that he really was a god, she happily 
said yes and called her family. The Sultan welcomed the youth with great honors and 
immediately started to make arrangements for the wedding.
     The day before the ceremony, Erik stuffed the trunk full of jewels, golden 
candlesticks, and fine silks and flew away from the palace towards Copenhagen. 
However, weighed down by its valuable load, the trunk fell into the sea off the Danish 
coast. Erik managed to swim ashore and return to Copenhagen, where he sang sad songs 
at street corners for a living.
     In the East, on the terrace of a magnificent palace, a young girl sadly glanced at the 
sky from time to time, hoping that the god who had suddenly disappeared would come 
back again.
8. What theme is reflected in what happens to the Sultan's daughter? 

A. True love comes when you least expect it.
B. Do not be fooled by flashy people.
C. Do not speak against powerful gods.
D. Always watch the skies for love.

Mahesh's Luck

     Mahesh was the number one singles player on his high school tennis team. On the 
court, he was unstoppable. He knew how to put wicked topspin on the tennis ball so that 
it would leap off the court, out of the reach of his opponents. His forehand and backhand 
were smooth and consistent. His serve was so fast it passed in a blur. All of the younger 
players looked up to him, and the older players were jealous. 
     As a junior, Mahesh was undefeated with a 10–0 record. And while his teammates 
assumed that this was due to discipline and hard work, Mahesh held a different opinion. 
He credited his lucky wristband. 
     To his fellow players, the wristband was nothing more than a strange fashion 
accessory. It was green and featured the number "17" stitched in yellow. They had no 
idea how important it was to Mahesh. 
     For six years, Mahesh had worn his lucky wristband to every single one of his tennis 
matches. And for six years, he had never lost a match. It was there, on his right wrist, 



appearing in a flash of green with every stroke. It was on his wrist when he stretched, 
when he practiced, and when he defeated his opponents, one after another. It was 
Mahesh's secret, a treasured possession that he never, ever forgot to wear . . . until the 
fateful day of his championship match. 
     On that day, Mahesh almost lost his mind. He emptied out his duffel bag on the court, 
searching for the lucky wristband. He retraced his steps to the locker room. He checked 
the hallway, the bathroom, and the showers. But the wristband was gone. 
     When the time came for him to play, Mahesh was a wreck. His right wrist felt naked, 
and he felt sure that he would lose. When it came time for him to serve, he double-
faulted, hitting both his first and second serves out of bounds. When he was given an easy 
overhead volley, he hit it in the net. And when his opponent took the first set 6–4, 
Mahesh only hung his head. 
     However, it was during the second set that something changed. All those days of 
practice and hard work began to pay off. Mahesh regained his serving ability. His 
backhand and forehand became smooth and consistent once again. And, soon enough, he 
started to win. He took the second set 6–3, and the last set 6–0. He was now the 
undefeated champion!
9. What is a recurring theme in a story such as this? 

A. Practice and hard work matter more than luck.
B. Superstitious beliefs are important throughout life.
C. Naturally talented athletes can win without practicing.
D. Even the best athletes sometimes lose matches.

The Japanese Garden

     "Why must I take off my shoes?" Riku asked his father. He noticed that other people 
kept their shoes on when they entered the Japanese garden. The stone path looked as 
though it might hurt the bottoms of his feet. 
     "It is a Japanese tradition," Riku's father said in a gruff voice. "By taking off our 
shoes, we recognize that the garden is special. Also, it helps us relax once we are inside 
the garden."
     Riku's father placed their shoes in a designated cubby near the garden's front gate. 
Then he took his son's hand. They walked to a large plot of gravel, in the middle of which 
were several jagged stones. The gravel had been raked around the stones in a circular 
pattern.
     "The gravel is supposed to look like water," Riku's father explained. "The lines around 
the stones represent ripples." 
     Riku looked curiously up at his father. "Why are you whispering?" he asked his father. 
     "A Japanese garden is traditionally a quiet place," Riku's father said and waved 
dismissively at a man nearby who was talking on his cell phone. "He does not 
understand." 
     Riku wanted to move on to the next site, but his father forbade it. "We must remain 
here until our minds grow quiet," he said. 
     Riku stared at the smooth, raked gravel. After several minutes, he realized his father 



was right: It did look like water. 
     Finally, when the other visitors had moved on, Riku's father pointed to a stone path 
that curved around a maple tree. "It is tradition to go slowly, and to be aware," Riku's 
father said. 
     Riku nodded and tried his best to be patient as he followed in his father's footsteps. 
The rocks were all smooth underfoot except for one that was uneven.
      When Riku's father reached the uneven rock, he paused. "Do you feel the difference?" 
he whispered to his son.
     Riku nodded. 
     "Now, look up." Riku's father pointed at a spot in the trees. There, a small but colorful 
paper lantern hung from a branch. "This is our reward," he said.
10. Which event contributes most to the "reward" at the end of the story? 

A. Riku's father walks very slowly through the garden.
B. Riku steps on a rough rock while following his father in the garden.
C. Riku and his father remove their shoes before entering the garden.

D. Riku's father explains that the gravel looks like 
water.
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When is Easter and how will it be different this
year amid coronavirus?

Image 1. A chocolate Easter bunny with a face mask stands in a shop window of a confectioner's shop as a reaction of the novel
coronavirus outbreak in Stuttgart, Germany, March 27, 2020. Photo by: Marijan Murat/dpa via AP

Easter is celebrated around the world. It's a special holiday for Christianity, one of the world's
major religions. The spring holiday celebrates Jesus Christ. Christians believe Jesus rose from the
dead on Easter. 

This year, Easter celebrations will look different. More than 1.5 billion people worldwide have been
asked to stay home. This is because of the coronavirus, or COVID-19. 

The coronavirus is a flu-like illness. It can cause a fever, coughing and difficulty breathing. It
spreads easily, but most people can fight it off like a bad case of the flu. In the worst cases, it can
cause death. Fortunately, most children and teens only have mild symptoms.

On March 26, the U.S. became the country with the most known cases of COVID-19. Still,
President Donald Trump said he hoped to lift coronavirus shutdowns by Easter. The holiday is in
early April. 

By USA Today, adapted by Newsela staff on 04.03.20
Word Count 698
Level 680L
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Dr. Anthony Fauci wasn't so sure that could happen. Fauci is the country's leading expert on
diseases that spread. He's also on the U.S. government's team to help stop the coronavirus. Fauci
said the coronavirus danger needs to be checked day to day. Trump made another announcement
on March 29. He said the restrictions would last all April.

Here is a look at some of Easter's loved traditions. Many may change because of the coronavirus.

What Is Easter?

There is a biblical story about Easter that says Jesus Christ rose three days after he
died. Christians believe Jesus was the son of God. He was a man but had the powers of God. For
example, Christians believe Jesus healed sick people and came back to life himself, too.

The women who checked the gravesite where Jesus was buried on Easter found it empty. People
later said they saw Jesus alive.

When Is Easter?

Easter is April 12. Easter changes each year, falling on a different Sunday between March 22 and
April 25. 

Easter changes because it is tied to the Jewish calendar.

It's believed that Jesus rose the first Sunday after the Jewish holiday called Passover. The date of
Passover also changes each year.

How Is Easter Celebrated?

Over Easter weekend, churches hold special worship services. Many communities hold Easter egg
hunts. Children wake up to Easter baskets full of treats.

Many families also color eggs. This tradition may have come from paganism. Back in the early
days of Christianity, pagan followers worshipped Greek and Roman gods. Coloring eggs celebrated
spring. The tradition dates back at least to the 1200s, according to the History channel. 

Egg hunts and egg rolls began around the U.S. Capitol
building in Washington, D.C., in the 1870s. They're
among the most popular Easter activities for children.

Many children take photos with the Easter Bunny,
too. The bunny might come from another pagan
tradition. Now, the bunny brings children baskets of
treats.

How Will Easter Be Different This Year?

First lady Melania Trump won't be having the White
House Easter Egg Roll. People are being encouraged to social distance. This means staying at
home. It also means not going outside unless you have to. She wants people to stay home. This will
help slow the spread of the virus.

Many churches are streaming Easter services online. They want people to keep a safe distance, too.
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The Easter Bunny may also need to keep its distance. There may not be as many treats around
either. 

Through April 5, Amazon and other companies are making sure to ship health care supplies
first. This means the Easter Bunny might not have as many treats for baskets. 

Grocery stores may still be stocked with some holiday favorites, though. Just Born is the company
that makes Peeps. It has shut its factories. However, it had already sent its chick-shaped and
bunny-shaped candy to stores for Easter.

Sadly, finding eggs to color could be more difficult. Eggs are now "very limited," says the
Department of Agriculture. Egg prices have also gone way up. People are buying lots of eggs. They
are worried stores will run out.
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Quiz

1 Read the paragraph from the section "How Will Easter Be Different This Year?"

Many churches are streaming Easter services online. They want people to keep a safe distance,
too.

What inference can the reader make based on this paragraph?

(A) Children will not have Easter egg hunts.

(B) Social distancing has not been effective.

(C) Easter services are important to Christians.

(D) Easter activities will be celebrated later this year.

2 Which sentence from the article helps the reader understand why Easter will be different this year?

(A) It's a special holiday for Christianity, one of the world's major religions.

(B) More than 1.5 billion people worldwide have been asked to stay home.

(C) Fauci said the coronavirus danger needs to be checked day to day.

(D) Easter changes each year, falling on a different Sunday between March 22 and April 25.

3 Why did Dr. Anthony Fauci think that planning to lift social distancing restrictions by Easter was a bad idea?

(A) because children gather in large groups for Easter egg hunts

(B) because the coronavirus danger needs to be looked at each day

(C) because President Trump wanted to keep the restrictions past Easter

(D) because Easter is a holiday with many social activities and celebrations

4 What happened as a result of the spread of coronavirus?

(A) Amazon stopped shipping health care supplies.

(B) Children and teens became the first to get sick.

(C) Churches had to find other ways to celebrate Easter.

(D) The president announced that Easter would be postponed.


