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When is Easter and how will it be different this
year amid coronavirus?

Image 1. A chocolate Easter bunny with a face mask stands in a shop window of a confectioner's shop as a reaction of the novel
coronavirus outbreak in Stuttgart, Germany, March 27, 2020. Photo by: Marijan Murat/dpa via AP

Easter is celebrated around the world. It's a special holiday for Christianity, one of the world's
major religions. The spring holiday celebrates Jesus Christ. Christians believe Jesus rose from the
dead on Easter. 

This year, Easter celebrations will look different. More than 1.5 billion people worldwide have been
asked to stay home. This is because of the coronavirus, or COVID-19. 

The coronavirus is a flu-like illness. It can cause a fever, coughing and difficulty breathing. It
spreads easily, but most people can fight it off like a bad case of the flu. In the worst cases, it can
cause death. Fortunately, most children and teens only have mild symptoms.

On March 26, the U.S. became the country with the most known cases of COVID-19. Still,
President Donald Trump said he hoped to lift coronavirus shutdowns by Easter. The holiday is in
early April. 
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Dr. Anthony Fauci wasn't so sure that could happen. Fauci is the country's leading expert on
diseases that spread. He's also on the U.S. government's team to help stop the coronavirus. Fauci
said the coronavirus danger needs to be checked day to day. Trump made another announcement
on March 29. He said the restrictions would last all April.

Here is a look at some of Easter's loved traditions. Many may change because of the coronavirus.

What Is Easter?

There is a biblical story about Easter that says Jesus Christ rose three days after he
died. Christians believe Jesus was the son of God. He was a man but had the powers of God. For
example, Christians believe Jesus healed sick people and came back to life himself, too.

The women who checked the gravesite where Jesus was buried on Easter found it empty. People
later said they saw Jesus alive.

When Is Easter?

Easter is April 12. Easter changes each year, falling on a different Sunday between March 22 and
April 25. 

Easter changes because it is tied to the Jewish calendar.

It's believed that Jesus rose the first Sunday after the Jewish holiday called Passover. The date of
Passover also changes each year.

How Is Easter Celebrated?

Over Easter weekend, churches hold special worship services. Many communities hold Easter egg
hunts. Children wake up to Easter baskets full of treats.

Many families also color eggs. This tradition may have come from paganism. Back in the early
days of Christianity, pagan followers worshipped Greek and Roman gods. Coloring eggs celebrated
spring. The tradition dates back at least to the 1200s, according to the History channel. 

Egg hunts and egg rolls began around the U.S. Capitol
building in Washington, D.C., in the 1870s. They're
among the most popular Easter activities for children.

Many children take photos with the Easter Bunny,
too. The bunny might come from another pagan
tradition. Now, the bunny brings children baskets of
treats.

How Will Easter Be Different This Year?

First lady Melania Trump won't be having the White
House Easter Egg Roll. People are being encouraged to social distance. This means staying at
home. It also means not going outside unless you have to. She wants people to stay home. This will
help slow the spread of the virus.

Many churches are streaming Easter services online. They want people to keep a safe distance, too.
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The Easter Bunny may also need to keep its distance. There may not be as many treats around
either. 

Through April 5, Amazon and other companies are making sure to ship health care supplies
first. This means the Easter Bunny might not have as many treats for baskets. 

Grocery stores may still be stocked with some holiday favorites, though. Just Born is the company
that makes Peeps. It has shut its factories. However, it had already sent its chick-shaped and
bunny-shaped candy to stores for Easter.

Sadly, finding eggs to color could be more difficult. Eggs are now "very limited," says the
Department of Agriculture. Egg prices have also gone way up. People are buying lots of eggs. They
are worried stores will run out.
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Quiz

1 Read the paragraph from the section "How Will Easter Be Different This Year?"

Many churches are streaming Easter services online. They want people to keep a safe distance,
too.

What inference can the reader make based on this paragraph?

(A) Children will not have Easter egg hunts.

(B) Social distancing has not been effective.

(C) Easter services are important to Christians.

(D) Easter activities will be celebrated later this year.

2 Which sentence from the article helps the reader understand why Easter will be different this year?

(A) It's a special holiday for Christianity, one of the world's major religions.

(B) More than 1.5 billion people worldwide have been asked to stay home.

(C) Fauci said the coronavirus danger needs to be checked day to day.

(D) Easter changes each year, falling on a different Sunday between March 22 and April 25.

3 Why did Dr. Anthony Fauci think that planning to lift social distancing restrictions by Easter was a bad idea?

(A) because children gather in large groups for Easter egg hunts

(B) because the coronavirus danger needs to be looked at each day

(C) because President Trump wanted to keep the restrictions past Easter

(D) because Easter is a holiday with many social activities and celebrations

4 What happened as a result of the spread of coronavirus?

(A) Amazon stopped shipping health care supplies.

(B) Children and teens became the first to get sick.

(C) Churches had to find other ways to celebrate Easter.

(D) The president announced that Easter would be postponed.
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